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Abstract

Today, the notion of “enlightenment cannot be attained in female bodies” is still
dominating the local Buddhist scene. However, when we look into the Buddhist canon and
history, we may find that the teachings on “enlightenment in female bodies” are not
consistent. The dictum of “enlightenment cannot be attained in female bodies” was in fact
defeated in a heated debate 500 years ago after the death of Buddha Sakyamuni, and gave
way to the discourse of “women can attain Buddhahood by changing their bodies into male
ones”. Even more stunning, scholars have “proved” that women have indeed attained
enlightenment and nirvana with the Buddha in the time of Primitive Buddhism. This
contradiction suggests that the issue of “enlightenment in female bodies” is complicated.
Adopting Foucault's method of discourse analysis and genealogy, this thesis attempts to trace
the formation of these discourses within the context of the development of Buddhism, and to
reconstruct women’s participation and representations in it. Furthermore, qualitative studies
and participant observations of female Buddhists are conducted to study how modern Hong
Kong-Chinese female Buddhist practitioners negotiate and interact with the dominant
discourse. Finally, the thesis will discuss Buddhist women’s power and subjectivity in the
context of “changing the female body/de-genderization”, and explore the possibility of further

research on Women’s Studies in Buddhism and Buddhist Feminist Theology.
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* Sponberg, "Attitudes toward Women and the Feminine in Early Buddhism", p.8, 25
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* Sponberg, "Attitudes toward Women and the Feminine in Early Buddhism", pp.15-16.
" Sponberg, "Attitudes toward Women and the Feminine in Early Buddhism", pp.19-20.
* Sponberg, "Attitudes toward Women and the Feminine in Early Buddhism", p.26.
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* Yuichi Kajiyama, “Women in Buddhism” , Eastern Buddhist, New Series, 15, no.2 (1982), pp. 56-8.
¥ Kajiyama, “Women in Buddhism” , p.63.
* Kajiyama, “Women in Buddhism” , p.59.
? Kajiyama, “Women in Buddhism” , p.64.
¥ Kajiyama, “Women in Buddhism” , p.65.
* Kajiyama, “Women in Buddhism” , p.70.
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* Ku, Cheng-mei, The Mahayanic View of Women. the Doctrinal Study, (Wisconisn-Madison Ph. D. Dissertation,
1984), p.iii-iv.

7 Nancy Schuster, "Changing the Female Body: Wise Women and the Bodhisattva Career in Some
Mabharatnakutasutras," The Journal of the International Association of Buddhist Studies 4, No 1 (1981), p.37.

* Schuster, "Changing the Female Body” , pp.29-39.

¥ Schuster, "Changing the Female Body” , p.44.

" Schuster, "Changing the Female Body” , pp.44, 50-53.

21



ISP R E MR R RS RLRLEL S FR RS T SRR > AR & E'W/ (3
?{Wﬁ'[ |ERS ?;lq— TV (B HRJEE IO ) R I

IR SRR PUP Rl R odt 7 s ol e T ple Sapon o (5
PIFRER > S [ R PSP E T P 7 & e PP
b {Repl = il (historical agency) » 27 B ARSI Y A AUERE = A LR ¢ TEAE T
R © BETRShaw e = ™ P RLE Py P [E@HF e e L I P
o ARSI © I IR

13,16 PR £ A P e fngi

307 R SIS PV Rt YIEFFN’ T EJ Y A SRS E R RIS F [E M
HIRAS ORI Y CRUF R R —— P SRV P - B
o 7 SRR 0 e 22 A AR SR A Al b s N RSRRGRERL - PSR TR
By AR My ~f; (7 AR T SO o RETRTR R > MRRLE: 0 YRR B
[Tl > 8 PR, S YRR F e 1 U?@d’ffﬁﬂﬂ“@} S I %Lﬁ’ lji’f‘ﬁgﬁ'
TR %mﬁ PR 0 l*ﬂﬁ’ﬂ?' » SEREE Y ip;rmuﬂwﬁ/ 3N %[JpJ[S«Lﬁf[J JF[ F
A ISR A o AR AR Kl S PP [ [

132 152 B T
bPEE BT TR (G PRI (12 E D L E ) I - e

MR- RS P 12 KR RIS 0 SRl 7'b‘ErE\Nm'ﬁﬂl‘"ﬁfﬁ(v1s10n) +
[%ﬂ FE L P I SRR ]

1.3.2.1 e s

“ Miranda Shaw, Passionate enlightenment : women in Tantric Buddhism, (Princeton: Princeton University Press,
1994), p15.

“ Shaw, Passionate enlichtenment.pp12-13.

YR R LY R —— IR BV ) (R I SRS e ]
YL 1995 0 7)) -

22



P PIREREH LB, Horner v 19305 7+ [V (= Women Under Primitive Buddhism > F1-%
PIPWSE IR R i > DA lud o 50 PO 180 TRy > CUPIRIIRRLE | e
’ﬁm't’ﬁfﬂﬂ?%%——mﬁ? e ST+ 321 R B 5
A i TR A e ELUBRUR P e 2 A2 B TR

& me.lfﬁ;ﬁl S WL e VR

RV YIRS PR I R S N[ ¢ - RLEPIESR - TR o ISR
A YIS~ PSR E Nancy A. Falk ~ Nancy J. Barnes#ILeslie Orriﬁflélifﬁ'?‘ﬁ I‘F“ﬁ” [ Feop
0 THDE P [iﬁ“?r, AVEIRIRE (PLaT= F) ¢ 2 RLAT T 1) Ay
AR, o kL (Prh) ¢ IEEEEH S 2 (FI‘IE’BFH) [T =0 r—;‘ : E‘k’@’ﬁﬁ
e 5 B = HRLE ]ETJ B yeiN-lt ij%?

O PP R A WG R TSI A - (e
g8 - (LR P T R T léiﬂllﬂlwifu HE= TP EWDIFI{['@? k24
W[ WEREFSE A o IR RSP P S VIS - I
IR AR ) [ [T AT 5 T B ] R Pl S
FHHE L SRRV Y S pOP PR R 2 - [T P 2 R
HERP P E P I”ﬁm/'u’f’?’f’?ﬁf‘gr B« RO RSPt e
EERIEE : PIRasl i ER 0T AS0HE PE A TR SRS pR R T

2RI E}ilﬁﬁﬁ@g@ggm FUZPR F R SRR (B 1R o (TR
E F%{;’frz’yﬁg | El'v,fglﬁﬁ o M

1322 ¢ %= 2

o P B FAU R — WEEEH] > T JEgaapy e e
ﬁl’;{, TU SRR RLRIta Gross » B9V = 4 U (% 1 Buddhism after Patriarchy (1993)
Soaring And Settling . Buddhist Perspectives On Contemporary Social And Religious Issues
(1998) » * Religious Feminism And The Future Of The Planet : A Christian-Buddhist Conversation

R CRES Pl AR R IR DR R LR (IR N RS
F[) FY88HA o 19994 FFF > F1305 °

23



(2001)?&@]1;[ e R ERE SR
FN’Z/ F,_\J[%:Dg[jyi FI‘J,Qﬁ*J—EEEE o

RSP HHPSRD BB

Grosstil i~ i & 4T ﬁ%@ﬁ”%ﬁfﬁﬂﬁﬂigﬁ PRI LHWLE‘*[[
BRI oL P o - oL S - RS - GrossHt R I
S TSy /ARG WIS Y TR (androgyny) - T (el IREERS T
S B fer Ty PSR aﬁfl E L EEAIRUEL BRI A e P
GrossHiilt " — # &5 rf’*ﬂ% 3 fUH3E 2 (method of inseparability) » ##1¥5¥ [~ 7
T bR BT K @EF%’UWﬁE - 2 T 2 PR
(Buddhist Feminist Theology) * rthﬁ?uTi’ HIE[U EUR D RS T RIS -

Grossfy = £~ PR EPRUE~ ikl FEpl 5 ’F‘b?%ﬁ'fﬂi RS %"j\‘ﬂ%%'%?f%f
ORI + DIV TR PR - T B R P
g %@[ e (Epy EeEm T g fﬂ%f‘%’éf’éﬁﬁfﬁ%ﬁfllﬁfﬁ"— (58 122 A pUEEHD|
B kL THHE VIS | (a usable past) s BEF o 1) 1R AV E R AR AT oIty P A
& TSR AEPIAOETTIE ¢ R o PR P 2 R B

—t ['z,:OAG

Grosst™ 1967 Jikmgr I s 22 22 IR - F] H’ﬁ%{#\arﬁiﬂiﬁruflIEIUFI"TF?]EJ' FA
AUREER | o (5 RV R BV (LR REER - T 2 R
@FﬂJ@@M:rﬂJ,*iWEﬁv () TS EETE T R

2T P AORSATE R R AOE P < S [ R - \:ﬁ%\:ﬁ

gﬁ%%‘iﬂ o] *b*d@%’i/?ﬁﬁff WA PUBERAT L o (R e R
2R FEOTRE > (> RO (g £ o R R Ef#%ﬁ'“@ﬁﬂ
JT@%{L%&EJB 3L \j Fugriap T o WS RGNE S R P R 2
I~ ’ﬁal%w [(TEpU S > BB puRdl > W= puny Al g %Eﬂlngﬁgﬁ LETET S Ry

*® Rita M. Gross, Buddhism after Patriarchy, A Feminist History, Analysis, and Reconstruction of Buddhism, (Albany,
NY: SUNY Press, 1993), pp.225-226.

“ Gross, Buddhism after Patriarchy, pp.3-5.

“"Rita M. Gross, “Introduction” , in Rita M. Gross ed., Beyond androcentrism : new essays on women and religion
(Missoula, Mont.: Scholars Press for the American Academy of Religion, 1977), p.2.

*Gross, Soaring and Settling, p.27.
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